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CANADIAN INDUSTRIES LIMITED

OPERATING THE FOLLOWING HVISIONS

“SELLOPHANK™ . . oomIMON  AMMuNTION"

W ol TS . _iamomivas
< ‘é \[ koo offofhes '('II?J A
g MONTREAL, CAN -
- CE@“ hs t' ;"' | Sth September, 1935

[T AND VARNISH

»

B./ Yancey, ' o |
ager, Explosives Department, . : .
Pont de Nemours & Company, Inc., ‘ : :

Wilningjun, Delevare, U,S.A. | .
Dear lir. Yancey:-

l‘or your 1nrormat:lon we ere enclosing
| herewith a cOpy or the report cover:lng the accident
. at Waverley, Nova Scot:l.a on .Tuly 25th 1935 eomplete
| ‘uth photostat and pr:lnts. -
| Should you require further detnils will
you ploase adf:lse? R

 Yours very truly,
Geﬁirmr,
Explosives & Ammunition Group.
&

PEY:CHE
Encl.
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ACCIDENT AT WAVERLEY, NOVA SCOTIA _ .
JOLY 25 1938 A
, 2y RGN
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About a yesr ago we coacluded that 1t would
be desiradbles to make as safe as possibla all the propert:l.es,
now or formerly. amed by C-I-J'o, on which axplosivas _
factories had existsd in orderfthat. Af ths land wers sold
thers would be no possidbility of the naw owz;ar, or anyone in
the future, mesting with an accident fhz;ough the praéenc'c of
explosives. |
o Small ahota of dynamite wers fired at the
sltss ot o].d buildinga and in draina.ge ditchss where Hitro-
glycer!.na m.tght hwn bean praaent at our abandonad factories
at Na.noosa Bay, BeCs, Bowen Island, B.c., and. ?audrenﬂ.,
Quabes. - The Western work was dopp by our Operating
peopls in the West and uUr, J-. B. Ball (irho %as mors familiar
with Vaudreuil plant than an&;ma else now with the Company)
supervised the work thera.

Last Fau wo seat ir. E. . Roscos all the
blue prints which we had of the old Acadia plant showing
where buildings had formerly stood and asksd him to put in
shots at various places whers N.G. might be present, BSince
the weathsr was bad at that tims, the work was jbstponed |
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evidence of N.G. had coms to the conclusion that there was
no accumulatibn of nitroglycerine, but they decided to put
in one more shot nsar the lake where there was §v1dgnée that
drainage night have flowed from ths Nitragiycérine_building
which had been in operation some years prior te the formatien
of Canadian Explosives Linited; that is, 1910. | After the
ruse had been 1it, Mr. Leighton was told te take the remaine
ing cartridges of dynamite and proceed out to the main road,
1 and the other three retired behind an o0ld stons builQing
which stood about 75 fqgt tromtwhsre,the'charge was placed.
The detonation followed, creating two 1rr§gular idjoining
craters which, overall, measured about 150% long, 25' deep
&nd about 50' wide. The explosion absclutely dsmolished

the stone building bekind which the men had taken refuge and
no doudbt tho fall of this building was the immedinte cause
of their death, but the earth and sggéea from the explosion
jcoversd up the demclished building to & depth of sbout four
feot.
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Fhile it is obvious that in the circumstances
the men had not retired to a safe distance, their acticn
seems partially justified by the fact that they had already
put in four shots withbut any evidence of N.C. being present,

and I am sure that no one in the Company had any idea such a
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Both Mr. Roscoe and Mr., Cole lsave small
astates so that thelr families are not entirely dastituto,
but our. investigatian to date’ indicatas that Mr, Pitcher
had no insurance or sstate of any other description.

Cal-L is gitremely unfortunate in having lost
| ¥r. -Roscoe becauia'hs'was an exceptionallnyina character
and had established himself most firmly in the industrial
life or nbva Scotii, more ﬁarticnlarly among C=I-L customers
dnd 1t will not be easy to £11% ths position tomediately '
with a man of his capabilities
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